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A message from the General Manager
For over a century, young people have been meeting (under the names PFU, PFA, 
and most recently Presbyterian Youth NSW) in Presbyterian Churches around NSW.  
Presbyterian Youth continues this tradition, providing opportunities for young people to 
be equipped in evangelism, discipleship and acts of service.
 
In the past 20 years, PY has trained over 300 interns through our Lead For Life Internship 
program. This program continues alongside our Summer Camp, which is starting to 
grow again post-COVID. This regular week-long relational camping event has helped 
hundreds of young people over the years to hear the challenges of the Gospel and be 
encouraged in their faith by meeting people from around the state.

We are able to use this experience in camping to help Ministry and Mission with their bi-
annual Refresh camp, formerly “Ministers Family Camp”, providing great fellowship and 
encouragement for paid ministry workers and their families.
 
We have been building closer relationships with Presbyteries, seeking to appoint 
Presbytery Youth Representatives in each, to help communicate the needs of local 
churches, and provide more opportunities to gather youth leaders together. Having 
gathered youth leaders for training and fellowship, we are seeing more combined youth 
group events taking place, and even a return to regional camping, with the first Hunter 
PY camp in decades taking place in September 2022.
 
We have developed online training for SRE teachers so that our teachers can be trained 
wherever they are in NSW. We work alongside churches to help them identify and train 
people to go into public schools each week to provide opportunities for school children 
to question, explore and discover the Christian faith.
 
Further, we are continuing to offer online training for ministry apprentices, accredited 
through Christ College, so that they can be better equipped to know and teach the Bible.

We hope this report helps encourage you to pray for PY and give thanks to God for the 
way that our churches have been discipling young people over the past months.

David Phillips



Through God’s 
strength PY aims 
to equip the 
Church to disciple 
all youth for 
Christ.

Through God’s strength, PYNSW wants to see more and more 
Presbyterian Churches in NSW grow evangelistic, disciple - 
making youth and children’s ministries, so that the church can 
continue to grow for decades to come. 

We seek to have supportive, ministry-focused relationships 
with local churches to help equip, support, and train them to 
be increasingly effective in youth and children’s ministry.

We want to be a healthy organisation that models the culture 
we want to see in the church, to be financially stable and self-
sustaining, with the support of the General Assembly of NSW.
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Lead for Life Internship

A week of training in a residential setting 

alongside summer camp followed by a 

year of ministry in your church supervised 

by a local mentor.

National Leaders Conference

A national conference that gathers youth 

leaders in hubs for training and fellowship 

Talking Teen 

Webinars for parents and youth leaders 

in partnership with the Gospel, Society 

& Culture committee (GS&C). Helping 

parents to disciple their children.

Partnership with Christ College +  

Timothy Partnership

Providing certificate level training for ministry 

apprentices and others who are interested to 

know the Bible better.

For over 10 years now, the Timothy Partnership, now 

known as Timothy Partnership Certificate, has provided 

online theological education through a joint venture 

involving Presbyterian Youth and Christ College. For 

almost all that time, experienced theological educator 

Stephen Renn has been one of the lecturers teaching 

courses to students keen to expand their knowledge 

of the Bible. Stephen has really enjoyed his online 

teaching experience. “I would present lectures and 

notes online, and then students would study those 

and post their answers online. And if a student had an 

issue with an essay, I’d say, look, Joe, or Mary, give me a 

call, I’d love to talk with you. And I did that on a couple 

occasions. I would always offer them a personal chat.”

Read Stephen’s story here!

MISSION & VISION 

89 students 
have been 
equipped 

through the 
Timothy 

Partnership 
Certificate in 

2021-2022

https://pynsw.org.au/the-future-of-theological-education-with-stephen-renn/


PY:

ENC

OUR

AGE

2020 2021 2022
Term 1
Performance Anxiety 
Today 
Epping Presbyterian
Kamal Weerakoon

Term 3
How do I work with 
parents to disciple 
youth?
Hurstville Presbyterian
Dave Balzer

Term 4
How do I plan a whole 
year of youth group?
Merrylands East 
Presbyterian
Dave Balzer

Term 1
Youth leader training 
basics (advanced level)
Cornerstone Willoughby
Josh Lum Mow

Term 2
Leading a bible study
Como Presbyterian
Jim Mobbs

Term 3
How to Disciple the 
Youth 
Online
YIng Yee

Term 4
How to help youth out 
of lockdown 
Blacktown East 
Presbyterian
John Shin

Term 1
How small groups fit 
into youth groups 
Chatswood Presbyterian
Andrew Sylvester

Term 2
Helping youth navigate 
their identities
Abbotsford Presbyterian
Chris Morphew

Term 3
Disability and youth 
group
Riverwood Presbyterian
Jason Forbes

Term 4
What to do with 
busyness
Gracepoint Presbyterian, 
Lidcombe 
Jeremy Ward

PY Encourage Express Events 
Each term in a different part of Sydney we gather youth leaders for 
training on an issue of the day.

Goals of PY Encourage Express
1. Connect PY leaders (and emerging leaders) across churches, to 

overcome the sense that PY groups in the city are isolated from 
each other

2. Train PY leaders in ministry skills - Bible analysis, writing studies, 
writing talks, managing discussions etc

3. Equip PY leaders (and emerging leaders) with skills & knowledge 
in relation to contemporary culture - “apologetics” and “ethics” and 
how contemporary culture presents opportunities & challenges for 
gospel ministry

4. Spiritual formation - encourage / challenge / enable leaders & 
emerging leaders to develop healthy Christian character, virtues, 
and habits necessary for their current and ongoing role as Christian 
leaders

5. Prayer



GATHERING

When Sarah was 12 years old, she was
invited to go along to PY’s Junior Winter Camp by 
friends at her church (Campbelltown Presbyterian 
Church). She shares, “At my very first camp I 
realised that even though I knew a lot of basic 
Bible stories, I’d been to Sunday school, did 
scripture… That the leaders that were there, and 
some of the campers, knew about God in a 
different way.” And Sarah has not looked back. 
She has attended camp ever since, and has been 
leading in various capacities for 18 years. “I’ve 
always found camp refreshing, to be able to be 
24/7 surrounded by people who love Jesus… You 
see the way that they live their lives, the way that 
they lead their families, and you can clearly see 
and say that Jesus is very much a part of their life.”

Read Sarah’s story here!

THE CAMP MUST GO ON!

Rachel Norman was 14 when she attended her 
first PYNSW Summer Camp – and she’s hardly 
missed a camp in the decades since! Rachel 
was the child of a minister and remembers 
spending much of her time flying ‘under the 
radar’. While she was a ‘good kid’, she didn’t 
have a genuine personal faith in Jesus. But on 
camp, she remembers seeing other kids who 
did. “I knew more about the Bible, but they 
knew Jesus personally. I could see that – it was 
obvious to me – and I knew I wanted that same 
relationship,” Rachel recalls. Every year, kids 
and teenagers become Christians on PYNSW 
camps.

FOLLOWING JESUS FOR 
MYSELF

Read Rachel’s story here!

PYNSW has a longstanding history of hosting extremely memorable camps. These 
camps gather youth and leaders across the state to learn about Jesus in community 
with each other. The PY Summer Camp saw 230 people attend in 2021, and 24 people 
attend PY Winter Day. To further encourage these gatherings of young people,, PYNSW 
has been partnering with local regions to host their own camps and community events.

https://pynsw.org.au/the-camp-must-go-on/
https://pynsw.org.au/following-jesus-for-myself-rachels-story/


NETWORKING
48 Presbyterian churches with youth attendees and youth leaders.

Encouraging churches to pray for HSC students and 
supporting HSC students across many youth groups.

HSC DEVOTION SERIES 

PYNSW YOUTH LEADERS 
NETWORK
The PYNSW Youth Leader Network is a Facebook 
group where youth leaders at Presbyterian churches 
from around the state can learn about events that 
could be relevant for them or their youth groups, ask 
questions of one another, and share their challenges 
and successes in youth ministry. There are currently 
158 members in the Facebook group.

PY COMMUNITY FORUM

Each year in March we run online forums where members of the PY community can gather, share 
their concerns and ideas in relation to youth ministry in the PCNSW. PYC seeks to share these 
concerns with the General Assembly of NSW.



PY REPS

At PYNSW, we have sought out ministry workers across NSW who we are calling “Presbytery 
Youth Reps” (PY Reps). PY Reps are individuals who focus on developing an understanding of 
what is happening within churches in their local area, specifically in their youth ministries, to 
see if there are opportunities to bring people and resources together.

Our PY Rep for Sydney’s Inner West is Danny Ford (Lead Pastor, Joshua Tree Petersham 
Presbyterian Church). We had a chat to him about becoming a Christian, youth ministry, and 
being a PY Rep.

Read Danny’s story here!

LIST OF PY REPS:

Canberra
Vacant

Hunter
Vacant

Northern Rivers
Vacant

Sydney North
Josh Lum Mow

Sydney South
Jim Mobbs

Western Sydney
Hugh Prattis

Southern Rivers
Dave Hayes

Illawarra
Dal Proudfoot

Central Coast
Sylvester Siu

Sydney East
Vacant

Mid North Coast
Vacant

Central Tablelands
Stephen Fong

Sydney Inner West 
Danny Ford

Northern Inland
Jarrod MacNaughton

Central West
Peter Tamsett

https://pynsw.org.au/py-reps-locally-on-the-ground-everywhere/


SRE

In 2021, there was a need to teach Scripture at 
the local high school, Mosman High. Cherine 
reflects, “Being a minister’s wife, I am well-
placed to recognise the gaps in ministry, both 
in the church and community. I didn’t want the 
students who had opted into SRE to be without 
a teacher.”

Cherine saw this need and volunteered to fulfil 
it. After completing her training with the PYNSW 
SRE self-directed online training, a sit-in for 
teacher evaluation, completing her Working 
With Children Check, and the Breaking the 
Silence training, she was ready to go and teach 
Year 7 and Year 8.

“The material for Scripture is so well laid out 
and structured. You don’t go in blind, and 
because the lesson is planned, I can tailor it to 
the students the more I get to know them…”

When Jenni Greig started a PhD in 2011, she 
was busy, but she also had some newfound 
flexibility in her life, and she realised she could 
use it to help out with SRE in a local school. 
Jenni had a friend who coordinated SRE in a 
local public school in Bathurst, where they both 
live, so she was aware of the need for more 
SRE teachers and helpers.

“I think it’s really helpful for kids of any age 
to know that faith is not something you’re 
assigned by whatever family you happen to 
be born into. It’s something that you can think 
through yourself. SRE is about helping them 
to understand that this is something that God 
wants to talk to them directly about.”

Read Jenni’s story here!

Read Cherine’s story here!

There are currently 387 people who hold SRE authorisation 
(1 November  2022)

Special Religious Education (SRE) is for the good of local school communities. This is 
a privilege PYNSW does not accept lightly and by accrediting and training teachers, 
PYNSW intends to support the high standard of education in our local schools

https://pynsw.org.au/this-is-something-that-god-wants-to-talk-to-kids-directly-about-how-sre-teacher-jenni-is-helping-young-students-think-through-faith
https://pynsw.org.au/some-sow-some-water-but-its-god-who-makes-it-grow/


SRE

There are currently 387 people who hold SRE authorisation 
(1 November  2022)

Pray that God would be raising up the next generation of leaders in 
the PCNSW.

Pray for youth group leaders as they meet each week to disciple 
young people.

Pray for our SRE teachers as they teach school students each week 
from the Bible

Pray for our theology students as they study and do ministry in 
churches around Australia.

Pray for our staff and volunteers as they seek to encourage youth 
leaders and young people in the PCNSW and beyond to follow Jesus. S
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Your generous gift to PY can help to equip SRE teachers to teach 
about Jesus in schools, create networking opportunities and 
resources for youth leaders, help us with the future of our camping 
ministry, and provide theological training through our many training 
initiatives 

If you would like to volunteer as an SRE teacher, you can find out 
more about that on our SRE Page.

PRAYER:

GIVE:

VOLUNTEER:

CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE

CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE

https://pynsw.org.au/support/#give
https://pynsw.org.au/support/#give


Through God’s strength PYNSW aims to equip the 
Church to disciple all youth for Christ. 

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may 
be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Ephesians 4:11-13

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped 

for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 


